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Minutes, adopted 11.12.2015 

Iron County Economic Partnership Board of Directors 

October 8, 2015 

ICEP Offices, 132 N. Main, Ironton, MO 

1. A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order at 5:38 pm. M.B. Brewer offered an 

invocation. 

2. Directors T. Sappington, M.B. Brewer, C. Dinkins, N. McKie, T. Harbison and K. Perry, were present. 

3. B. Parker, M. Wiseman, B. Lourwood, B. Matt, B. Layton, R. Pribble, D. Barzowski, C. Kelsheimer, and S. 

Ruple were also present. 

4. During the public comment agenda item, M. Wiseman commented that market is back over 17,000 and 

he is not expecting as much volatility. Bear markets are short. Our accounts are down in value.  

5. The board discussed an invoice from the architect Glen Brickhaus. It is for a visit to Elephant Rocks State 

park and plans that were developed. They are available for Board members to review. T. Harbison said he 

didn’t know we contracted with the architect. T. Sappington said it is in the minutes. T. Sappington made 

a motion to approve and pay the invoice. It was seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

6. Following discussion, C. Dinkins made a motion to pay $100 to M. Allen for sign rent. The motion was 

seconded and passed by unanimous vote. 

7. Following discussion, a motion to pay N. McKie’s expense claim for the purchase of a projector was made 

and seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

8. C. Kelsheimer updated the Board on the Amtrak project. Bids went out for 21 days and were received 

and opened in October. The bids were extremely high. There is no way the project can be done under 

the grant at this cost level. Lowest bid was $530K. Highest bid was $637K. The grant amount is $320K. 

The Sedalia platform was built for $147K. They plan to re-bid and seek out engineers/constructors who 

have done this work before. And she has a bill in hand for $4700. Engineering fees are running at 

$120/hour. Last year she applied to ICEP for an $80K grant and has never heard back. We need help, she 

said. The company in Sedalia, Septagon, did not bid. 

9. Sheila Ruple from MO Highlands Health Care clinic in Pilot Knob let everyone know that open enrollment 

for health insurance is underway. You can come by and take advantage of their certified counselors. 

10. In J. Scaggs’ absence N. McKie mentioned that the next big push to be a certified Work Ready county is 

to get a significant number of businesses to sign up. 
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11. K. Perry reported there were no community event funding applications received. 

12. The Board discussed the engagement agreement offered by PGAV for their services. B. Parker provided a 

revised version. K. Perry made a motion to adopt and sign the agreement, minus the part about Phase 

1B. T. Harbison seconded. T. Harbison, M.B. Brewer, N. McKie, and K. Perry voted Yes. C. Dinkins and T. 

Sappington voted No. The motion carried. K. Perry will set a date for the kickoff meeting. 

13. T. Sappington presented the drawing of the Elephant Rocks State Park visitor center. K. Perry has not 

finished the PowerPoint presentation yet. K. Perry will set a date with Parks to make a presentation. 

14. T. Sappington made a motion to buy dinner for two at Thee Abbey for the school teacher who did the 

drawing. C. Dinkins seconded. Following discussion the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

15. K. Perry reported that he met with S. P. Pauley at MDNR. They reviewed the settlement agreement 

between Ameren and the State. The requirement to wait 3 years only applied to the Katy Trail project. 

Three years after the signing of the document Parks is allowed to use the settlement for any legal Parks 

purpose. The only mention in the settlement about benefitting the affected area referred to the creation 

of the entity that became the Taum Sauk Fund. She said she would get back to us about the question of 

whether any settlement funds were used at Camp Zoe. 

16. B. Matt offered a presentation on providing Wi-Fi services to specific areas of Iron County. Parks is 

concerned about the esthetics of wi-fi antennas back deep in the park. They expressed their preference 

that wi-fi only be offered around the entrance and parking area. If this happens, Parks would take on this 

project and ICEP would likely fund it. They are putting wi-fi in several parks. But they are focusing on 

those that have overnight stay capability. Elephant Rocks State Park is not on that high priority action list. 

The Board agreed to provide no later than Wednesday, marked maps indicating the extent of wi-fi 

coverage they want in each area.  

17. B. Lourwood made a presentation to the Board regarding a TIF development project in downtown 

Ironton and along parts of highway 21. Ironton has passed an ordinance and created a TIF Commission, 

and hired the RPC as well as legal counsel, Gilmore and Bell. Some of the work that could be done by the 

City includes:  sidewalks, stormwater management (for I&I), light poles, paving, parking, parks. There will 

be a public hearing, but no action by the public is needed to move forward. There are no plans for 

eminent domain takings. The mayor and TIF commission will return to ICEP and request front loading 

funds, so they don’t have to wait for incremental tax revenues to come in. 

18. The Board discussed a web site for Iron County. N. McKie said a proposal from Marketing Alliance has 

been received and distributed. He has also had discussions with Civic Plus. Civic Plus will do a webinar for 

ICEP Board members on Tuesday October 20 at 10 am. N. McKie said he wants to do a complete 
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economic development website, not just a job posting area. He also wants the Director of Partnerships 

to be involved in its development and with the PGAV project. T. Sappington asked if we need to solicit 

other vendors. No determination on that question was reached. C. Buchheit said the RPC is going to 

develop a regional economic development website, using some grant funds.  

19. Jeffry David Jones addressed the Board and expressed his interest in becoming the Director of 

Partnership. The board asked him to submit his resume and cover letter. 

20. At 8:35 pm T. Harbison made a motion to go into closed session. The motion was seconded by K. Perry 

and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

21. At approximately 9:44 pm the Board came out of closed session. 

22. At 9:45 K. Perry made a motion to adjourn and C. Dinkins seconded. The resolution passed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tim Sappington, Secretary 


