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DRAFT Minutes 

Iron County Economic Partnership Board of Directors 

May 19, 2015 

ICEP Offices, 132 N. Main, Ironton, MO 

1. A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order at 5:30 pm. 

2. N. McKie offered an invocation. 

3. Directors T. Sappington, M.B. Brewer, C. Dinkins, N. McKie, and K. Perry, were present. T. Harbison was 

not present. 

4. B. Parker, D. Rouse, M. Wiseman, D. Barzowski, and B. Lourwood were also present. 

5. The revised minutes (change Ozard to Ozark in #14), of the April 9, 2015 meeting of the Board of 

Directors were adopted unanimously, following a motion by C. Dinkins, seconded by K. Perry.  

6. K. Perry reported that ICEP had a checking account balance in Great Southern Bank at the end of April 

2015 of $54,126.31. The value of the Investment account ending 4830 at the end of April was 

$2,674,441.58. The value of the Investment account ending 5550 at the end of April was $1,143,176.78. 

ICEP's Total Liabilities and Net Assets = $3,872,244.67. ICEP spent 45,110.78 in April. 

The April treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously after a motion by T. Sappington, which was 

seconded by N. McKie. The Board reviewed and accepted unanimously the April investment account 

printout from Edward Jones showing the account values and transactions. 

7. K. Perry presented accounts payable for May, which included a $1,400 invoice from K. Perry for 

contracted services as Executive Director; a $190.56 expense claim from K. Perry for meeting food, 

flowers; a $1375.00 invoice (#37514) from Thurman Shinn & Co. for accounting services; Charter 

Communications ISP bill for $115.00; AT&T mobility bill for $115.03; $83.70 bill from Ameren Missouri 

for electric; May rent to Don/Alma Woodcock, $500; $25.97 water bill from City of Ironton; $210.00 

photocopier lease bill from GE Capital; a $425.00 invoice from CTM Media for brochure distribution; a 

$600.00 payment to Our Town Tomorrow for the Amtrak project. These accounts payable items were 

authorized by previous action of the Board and had been paid at the time of the meeting. 

8. K. Perry presented a payment request from Arcadia Valley Barbecue Society for $1,037.65 for cups, can 

insulators, and newspaper ads. T. Sappington made a motion to pay. It was seconded by C. Dinkins, and 

adopted unanimously. 
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9. K. Perry presented the Form 990 that could be submitted to IRS. We applied for an extension. T. 

Sappington made a motion to sign and submit the form. It was seconded. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

10. During the public comment agenda item, D. Barzowski thanked ICEP for its support for the A.V. BBQ 

Battle. He asked Board members to be judges. A half-hour training is required. The event is Jun 12-13. 16 

teams are signed up. A big ring will be awarded, along with prize money, to the grand champion. Please 

buy a ticket for the raffle of a Traeger smoker.  

11. During the public comment agenda item, M. Alesandrini introduced himself and indicated his interest in 

helping ICEP with economic development tasks in the Invest in Iron County plan. He lives in St. Francois 

County. His wife is from Farmington. He has grandkids in Iron County. 

12. K. Perry said there was nothing to report on new applications for community event funding. Annapolis 

Freedom Fest is in October. Viburnum Old Miner’s Day is also in October. C. Dinkins said we should do a 

news article about the community events that are funded. T. Sappington said we should call the folks in 

charge of Freedom Fest and Old Miner’s Day to let them know funding is available. 

13. K. Perry reported that at the previous meeting the Board authorized moving forward with the 2014 

accountant’s review. The engagement letter has been signed. Maloney Wright & Robbins is moving 

forward. 

14. M. Wiseman reported that the investment account is doing well. The market seems to moving in a 

sideways fashion, so when the market is down, the traders buy stocks “on sale”. When the market is up, 

the traders buy more bonds. M. Wiseman will prepare the paperwork to get the name changed on the 

account from Iron County Taum Sauk Fund to Iron County Economic Partnership. 

15.  D. Rouse reported that the trees have been taken down at Arcadia Academy, and they’ve now broken 

through to the highway from the parking lot. Concrete has been poured on the first section. The parking 

lot will be finished this week. He has hired 6 people. He is looking for cooks and servers. The kitchen has 

been re-done. Next month there will be new furniture in the dining room. He still hasn’t got a sign up. 

16. N. McKie reported that J. Scaggs has taken on the effort of getting Iron County to be certified work ready. 

They want to get a letter of support from us. A.V. Chamber has approved their letter of support. 

17. N. McKie mentioned the need to go back and look at the Invest in Iron County report regarding the multi-

partner technology training center. D. Barzowski commented that Lowe’s gave the A.V. Career/Tech 

center a grant to remodel and open up a community room. It will have wi-fi, an elevated platform, 
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rostrum, etc. Mineral Area College already does classes there. N. McKie said he will go talk to the school 

superintendent.  

18. D. Rouse added that at the Arcadia Academy inspectors did an assessment and determined that 

sprinklers were not needed. So they don’t need the architect work. He wanted to know if they could just 

leave that off of the tasks in their funding agreement. K. Perry said that we would need to review the 

contract and amend it if Arcadia Academy does not want to complete the architectural designs. 

19. N. McKie handed out the votes from 3 Board members on the priority ranking process. He will work with 

the other Directors and have a working session on this topic next month. 

20. K. Perry presented a 3-point proposal to begin the discussion on how to continue to get economic 

development work done since the resignation of our paid professional. The three items were:  1) 

advertise and hire a professional staff person, 2) in the meantime, use contracted businesses and people 

for particular work, and 3) on a contract basis, use an office person who could be present in the office to 

respond to people in the community. There was extensive discussion on the type of professional, if we 

should hire, what job duties that person would have. There was also discussion of the other two items. T. 

Sappington said he would like to interview M. Alesandrini. N. McKie said it is workable to do both 2 and 

3. The #3 person may need to only be on the job for a short time. N. McKie said he thinks finding 

someone as an employee is going to be difficult. The Board discussed Zimmer Group, PGAV, M. 

Alesandrini, SEED$, and B. Matt as potential sources for contracted agreements. K. Perry will reach out 

to these 5 and ask them to provide a proposal to provide contracted services for tasks/work that are in 

the Invest in Iron County plan. 

21. N. McKie reported that he had met with VEDAC and they want to promote us in the north part of the 

County.  

22. Regarding an ad in the Mt. Echo, N. McKie will write up the copy and get a photograph so we can run an 

ad that highlights the work being done at Arcadia Academy. 

23. N. McKie said there is nothing to report regarding the visitor center. The architect has not provided 

anything yet. K. Perry has reached out to J.C. Kuessner to let State Parks know that we are still 

progressing on this project and will submit a proposal. 

24. K. Perry and C. Dinkins reported on their visit to the Capitol to meet with the Representative about Camp 

Zoe funding. A bill that he sponsored did not get traction and did not pass. But, we did determine that 

MDNR has set aside, from the Taum Sauk settlement money being used for Camp Zoe, $5M that could 

be used in Iron County. We need to not lose track of this and follow up on those funds. 
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25. At 7:50 pm K. Perry made a motion to go into closed session. M. B. Brewer seconded. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

26. At approximately 5:44 pm the Board came out of closed session. 

27. At 8:55 pm there was a motion to adjourn and a second. The resolution passed unanimously. The 

meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tim Sappington, Secretary 

 


