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DRAFT Minutes 

Iron County Economic Partnership Board of Directors 

January 14, 2016 

ICEP Offices, 132 N. Main, Ironton, MO 

1. A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order at 5:57 pm. N. McKee offered an 

invocation. 

2. N. McKie swore in C. Spitzmiller. He is now an ICEP Director. 

3. Directors T. Sappington, C. Dinkins, N. McKie, C. Spitzmiller, and K. Perry, were present. T. Harbison was 

absent. 

4. B. Parker, M. Wiseman, J. Scaggs, B. Matt, E. Jett, N. Williams, W. Layton, M. Crowell, C. Kelsheimer, D. 

Barzowski, and [B. Parker’s asst.] were also present. 

5. During the public comment agenda item, M. Wiseman commented that we continue to see volatility in 

the market. Historically, a presidential election year is a good one for the markets. Everyone’s account is 

down. The Dow dropped 10%. The Feds upped their lending rate by ¼%. We will probably not see a tick 

up in the sub-account designed to take advantage of this until they get to at least ½%. 

6. N. Williams said the AV BBQ Battle was all about expansion this year. They are expecting 40 teams. The 

STL BBQ Society has given them much support and positive feedback. Several bands in St. Louis have 

been contacting AV BBQ because they want to perform at this event. 

7. D. Barzowski reported that they received a $3,000 grant from the Edgar Foundation to install an electric 

drop on the North side of the Courthouse that can be used for all events on the Courthouse square. 

8. C. Kelsheimer reported that the new round of bids for the Amtrak platform were opened. They were not 

much different from before. Three bids came in. The lowest was $519,000. The bids will not be rejected. 

There will be no re-bid. They are not sure how much time they have left with the MoDOT grant, but they 

suspect it is 60 days. To accept the bid, they need the money. J. Scaggs said the gap is $150,000 and that 

includes an estimate to do additional environmental work. It also includes the increased “match” that 

will be needed if the grant is increased from $400K to $500K. The environmental work is only needed if 

they apply for/get a CDBG grant. J. Scaggs has contacted Rep. Fitzwater, Sen. Romine and Gov. Nixon’s 

chief of staff. Rep. Fitzwater and Sen. Romine are making calls in Jeff City to see if the grant amount can 

be increased to reflect the true cost of construction. J. Scaggs said he has grave concerns that we might 

lose the grant. 
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9. K. Perry presented the contract between ICEP and Our Town Tomorrow for Amtrak funding in the 

amount of $89,116.13. K. Perry made a motion that the contract be signed after Our Town Tomorrow 

meets with B. Parker to review the terms. N. McKie seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

10. B. Matt made a presentation on Wi-Fi. See the handouts provided. BlueBit vendor provided a bid for 

Ironton Courthouse square. The monthly fee for providing the bandwidth alone is approximately $900 

plus the company’s administration fee of approximately $350. The next step is to do a line of site 

evaluation to determine whether microwave antennas can be used to connect all four sites, thereby 

eliminating the need for multiple internet connections (each at $900/month). Following discussion K. 

Perry made a motion to move forward with the line of site evaluation, with the understanding this is not 

a commitment to purchase the whole package. The motion was seconded. K. Perry, C. Dinkins, and C. 

Spitzmiller voted Yes. N. McKie and T. Sappington voted No. The motion carried. 

11. J. Scaggs discussed with the Board the proposal from Soil and Water Conservation District to renovate 

the building north of the Courthouse known as the historical society building. The price estimate is 

$35,000. K. Perry asked if there was any rent money that came in from the occupants. Some comes in 

but it all gets paid back out. J. Scaggs also said the County has the money to maintain the property. B. 

Parker advised that this building renovation had no relation to our charitable purpose, unless the County 

could provide an office in the building for ICEP as well as access to the conference room. J. Scaggs said he 

thought it might be possible. The plan did not include it. He will go back and see if it can be done. If so, 

he will return with plans.  

12. The Board discussed a request for funding for a Search and Rescue dog and training/equipment for the 

handler. The dog is coming earlier than expected. It will be picked up on Jan. 26. Efforts to defray the 

costs by selling ads on a web site have not been very successful. E. Jett is looking at grant opportunities. 

The Board took no action on the request. The Board directed E. Jett to contact the requestor for 

information and to explore potential opportunities for grant money. 

13. Regarding the Elephant Rocks State Park visitor center, N. McKie asked C. Spitzmiller to investigate how 

close water lines from Pilot Knob water are to the Park and what it might take to bring water to the Park. 

He will investigate and report back. 

14. E. Jett reported on his grant application activities. He said he was just getting started and that he would 

start a web site to show what was going on. K. Perry said the list from E. Jett had been distributed by 

email before the meeting. 

15. K. Perry presented the invoice from PGAV for $14,175. Following discussion, T. Sappington made a 

motion to pay the invoice. K. Perry seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote. K. Perry said he 

would issue the payment. 
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16. M. Crowell inquired whether the job opening had been filled. N. McKie replied that it had not. 

17. T. Sappington nominated N. McKie to be ICEP President. Hearing no further nominations, T. Sappington 

made a motion that nominations cease. C. Dinkins made a motion to elect N. McKie President. T. 

Sappington seconded. K. Perry, C. Dinkins, C. Spitzmiller, and T. Sappington voted Yes. N. McKie 

abstained. The motion passed. N. McKie is ICEP President. 

18. C. Dinkins nominated T. Sappington to be ICEP secretary. Hearing no further nominations, K. Perry made 

a motion to elect T. Sappington ICEP secretary. C. Dinkins seconded. The motion passed unanimously. T. 

Sappington is ICEP Secretary. 

19. K. Perry nominated C. Dinkins ICEP treasurer. Hearing no further nominations, K. Perry made a motion to 

elect C. Dinkins Treasurer. T. Sappington seconded. The motion passed unanimously. C. Dinkins in ICEP 

Treasurer. 

20. T. Sappington made a motion to adopt the minutes from the last Board meeting. C. Dinkins seconded. 

The motion passed unanimously.  

21. At 7:50 pm K. Perry made a motion to go into closed session. The motion was seconded by T. Sappington 

and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

22. At approximately 9:07 pm the Board came out of closed session. 

23. The board discussed the Amtrak need for funding. 

24. At 9:14 K. Perry made a motion to adjourn and N. McKie seconded. The resolution passed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tim Sappington, Secretary 


